
English Department 
 

Junior Summer Reading Study Guide: Cry, the Beloved Country, Alan Paton 
 

To help you enjoy your reading more and to suggest some points to consider as you read, we 
provide these ideas. Look them over closely before and during your reading. Take notes about 
them as you think about the book. Come back to school prepared to discuss these and other ideas 
that strike you as you read. 
 

A. What is apartheid? How does apartheid manifest itself in Cry, the Beloved Country? 
Describe or characterize the separate worlds inhabited by blacks and whites. Where do 
black and white lives touch? 
 

B. Paton creates many paradoxes in this novel: a priest's son commits murder; a white man 
who fights for the dignity of South African blacks is senselessly murdered; the father of 
the murdered victim helps the father of the murderer to keep a disintegrating native tribe 
together. How do you reconcile these paradoxes? How do they contribute to the richness 
of the story? Why might Paton have made this choice? 
 

C. Jarvis is unable to physically comfort Kumalo Paton writes, "And because he spoke with 
compassion, the old man wept, and Jarvis sat embarrassed on his horse. Indeed he might 
have come down from it, but such a thing is not lightly done." But yet, when the people 
of Ndotsheni are in grave trouble, Jarvis provides milk and irrigation vital to their 
survival, and later a new church. Why is he capable of one and not the other? Exactly 
what is it that is not lightly done? How and why does such duality exist? What do you 
think about such codes of behavior? 
 

D. Look up the word “suffer” to discover meanings which fit this context: An unidentified 
white person in the novel says, "Which do we suffer, a law-abiding, industrious and 
purposeful native people, or a lawless, idle and purposeless people? The truth is, that we 
do not know, for we fear them both." What is it that the white man fears in both 
instances? Which does the white man “suffer” in this novel? What might be Paton's point 
of view? What is your opinion and why? 
 

E. Throughout the story, Kumalo experiences the absence of God and momentary losses of 
faith. He suffers through periods where it feels as if God has deserted him. When does 
Kumalo experience the presence of God? What other characters experience the presence 
or absence of God? For example, was it faith that inspired Arthur Jarvis, and hence his 
father? What about Absalom? Is God basically absent or present in Paton's novel? 
 

F. The last few sentences Arthur Jarvis wrote before his death are: "The truth is that our 
civilization is not Christian; it is a tragic compound of great ideal and fearful practice, of 
high assurance and desperate anxiety, of loving charity and fearful clutching of 
possessions." Where in this novel do we see a split between high ideals and narrow self-
interest? Do the characters embody one or the other, or are they morally ambiguous? Do 



you think what Jarvis feels applies to present-day South Africa? If so, how? If not, how 
have things changed? What about America or other places in the world? 
 

G. Cry, the Beloved Country is, in part, a quest narrative, a tale of people searching; it tells a 
story about those who stayed and those who left. What happens to the people who stayed 
in the tribal villages? What happens to those who left and went to Johannesburg? What is 
Paton's point of view of this mass migration? Does he feel it was necessary? Inevitable? 
What is your opinion? 

 
 
Junior Summer Reading Study Guide: Frankenstein, or The Modern Prometheus, Mary Shelley 
 
Twenty-one-year-old Mary Wollestonecraft Shelley made a stunning, but anonymous, 
introduction into the literary world when this novel was published in 1818. The novel centers 
around Victor Frankenstein and his quest for knowledge; more importantly, it is about his 
obsession with “unnecessary knowledge” and the effects of its pursuit on the major characters. 
The novel uses the “frame device” where the story utilizes three different voices to maintain the 
same plot-line. Shelley first introduces Robert Walto and lastly, the Monster ties all of the main 
idea together. The novel address the cn, who begins the story almost at the end. Next, Victor 
presents his version of the same events, concepts of innocence versus experience, the importance 
of education, and the larger concepts of identity, alienation and responsibility. It is through these 
ideas that Mary Shelley writes the first science fiction novel in response to a challenge by her 
future husband, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and their friend, Lord Byron, while the three were on 
holiday in Switzerland. 
 
Overarching questions: 
 
How have the macabre aspects of the novel transformed into the possible over the last two 
centuries? 
 
What is the significance of the reference to Prometheus in the title? 
 
Think about affection - what role does it have in your life, in society, in the world? Is there a 
contrast between displays of affection in Shelley's novel and how we express affection today? 
Explain. 
 

1. What is the central conflict of the novel? 
 

2. What major characteristics relate Victor Frankenstein, Henry Clerval, and Elizabeth 
Lavenza to each other? 
 

3. Detail three predominant themes in the novel. How do these three theme each answer 
question #2? Explain. 
 

4. How is the Monster a mirror image of Victor? 
 

5. What is Mary Shelley's intention for the Monster? 



 
6. What is the final commentary made in the last chapters of the novel? How does it resolve 

the three major themes generated by the above questions? 
 

7. How are the Monster's experiences similar to those of Victor? 
 

8. What is significant about the setting of Ingolstadt? How does this particular place add to 
the themes of the novel? 
 

9. How does Mary Shelley advance the themes of Romanticism throughout the essay? 


