
English Department 
 

Summer Reading for 8th graders 
 

Dear incoming 8th grader, 
 
We hope that you will enjoy the two books we have chosen for you to read:  Warriors Don’t 
Cry by Melba Pattillo-Beals and The Crossover by Kwame Alexander.   These study guide 
questions are meant to help you understand the reading and  give you a preview of what 
the class discussions will be about.  You are required to read both books by the first week 
of school.  Look over the questions closely and come to school prepared to discuss your 
ideas. 
 

Study guide for Warriors Don’t Cry by Malba Pattillo-Beals 
 

1.  Define segregation.  What is the history of segregation in the United States?  Who 
does segregation hurt?  Does anyone benefit from segregation?  Do you think that 
segregation still exists in the United States today?  The world?  Support your 
answer with facts. 

 
2.  From a young age, Melba was drawn to Central High School, which she describes 

as tall and majestic, like a “European castle”.  What did Central High School 
symbolize for Melba and the eight other students chosen to integrate the school?  
Was it just about a better education or did the school symbolize more? 
 

3. When Melba expressed curiosity about trouble affecting the other eight students 
and their families, her mother said, “Don’t you dare mention one word about the 
men chasing, or the shooting in our window.”  Yet Melba was then faced with the 
possibility of testifying in court, which meant telling the truth.  What would happen 
if these incidents were spoken of?  Do you think the other families were experiencing 
similar things?  What might their reactions have been?  If Melba is called to testify 
in federal court, should she be honest about the violence against her family?  Be 
prepared to take a position and explain your side. 
 

4. Melba wrote that her experiences at Central High School taught her that “we are all 
one.”  The path that she took to reach this conclusion was a long and often difficult 
journey.  At a young age, she was frightened of white people.  She spent her last year 
of high school with a white family in California and ended up marrying a white 
man.  What was Melba’s attitude toward white people when she entered Central? 
How did it change during her time at Central?  How did her experiences at Central 
affect her experiences with white people as an adult?  Did her experiences help or 
hurt her opinion of white people?   
 

 
 
 



Study guide for The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
 

1.  How are Josh and Jordan alike?  How are they different? 
 

2.  Do you think Josh is jealous of Jordan?  Why or why not? 
 

3.  What is the deeper meaning of Basketball Rule #1? 
 

4. What happens when Josh meditates at practice?  What do you think it means?  
Why? 
 

5. What life lesson do you think Josh and Jordan learned after their father died? 
 

6. Kwame Alexander chose to write this book in verse.  Do you like this type of 
writing?  Why or why not? 

 


