
English Department 
 

Summer Reading for 7th graders 
 

Dear incoming 7th grader, 
 
Welcome to the Jesuit Academy!  We hope that you will enjoy the two books we have 
chosen for you to read:  Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko and Wonder by 
R. J. Palacio.  You are required to read both books by the first week of school.  The study 
guide questions are meant to help you understand your reading and give you a preview of 
what the class discussions will be about.  Look over the questions closely and come to 
school prepared to discuss your ideas. 
 

Study guide for Al Capone Does My Shirts 
 

1.  How did Natalie really get accepted to school?  What made Mr. Purdy suddenly 
decide to open another school? Did Moose’s letter to Al Capone make a difference?  
Describe two or three possible scenarios to explain what may have happened. 

 
2.  Research to learn more about Al Capone.   

 
3. What is autism?  Use the internet to learn more about autism.  Be ready to discuss 

which signs of autism Natalie displays.  How has the treatment of autism changed 
since the 1930’s? 
 

 
Study guide for Wonder 

 
1.  Throughout Wonder, Auggie describes the way that many people react to seeing his 

face for the first time by immediately looking away.  Have you ever been in a 
situation where you have responded like this to seeing someone different?  Having 
now read Wonder, how do you feel about this now? 

 
2.  Kids who are different are almost always bullied in some way.  How does Auggie 

know the first time he meets Julian that he will be a bully?  In what subtle ways 
does Julian bully Auggie?  What prompts the seventh graders to attack and bully 
Auggie?  In general, what is Auggie’s response to the bullying? 
 

3. Do some research of Treachers-Collins Syndrome- the causes, the treatment, the life 
expectancy and the genetic make-up of the syndrome.  Be prepared to share your 
research with the class. 


