
Junior Summer Reading Study Guide: To Sir, With Love by E. R. Braithwaite 
 

To Sir, With Love (1959) was the first published book of Edward Ricardo 
Braithwaite, who was born in 1920 in British Guiana (present-day Guyana), the large 
Englishspeaking territory on the north-east coast of South America. Braithwaite attended 
Queen’s College, an elite colonial school in British Guiana, studied at City College in New York, 
and earned a Master’s degree in physics from Cambridge University. During World War II, 
Braithwaite enlisted in the Royal Air Force, becoming a fighter pilot. 
 
In the autobiographical To Sir, With Love, Braithwaite recounts his devastation as he realizes he 
will not be accepted into his chosen profession of engineering. Acting on the advice of a 
stranger, he is hired as a teacher at Greenslade Secondary School, one of the worst schools in the 
East End of London. Braithwaite is appalled at the unruly, uncouth behavior of his 15-year-old 
pupils, and he struggles daily to discover ways of reaching them. 
 
1. Based on the setting of London’s East End, which physical descriptions are strikingly 
uncomfortable for Braithwaite? 
 
2. What uncommon practices about the school does Braithwaite learn from Miss Blanchard? 
 
3. Greenslade Secondary School is known as a dumping ground for delinquent teenagers. What 
are some challenging home situations of the students? 
 
4. How does Braithwaite’s understanding of the concept of the “British Way of Life” change 
once he comes to live in Britain as a private citizen? 
 
5. What are Braithwaite’s most frustrating observations on his first day of teaching? 
 
6. After an inappropriate act of his students, which causes Braithwaite to lose his temper, what 
Deliberate plans does he enact to promote an atmosphere of mutual respect? 
 
7. Why does the field trip excursion to the museum change many of the students’ attitudes 
towards school and Braithwaite? 
 
8. How does Braithwaite’s direct conflict with Denham during P.T. (physical training) change 
the dynamics in his classroom? 
 
9. How is Braithwaite challenged to grow as a person and as a teacher through his experiences 
with Pamela Dare, Patrick Fernman, Buckley, Potter, Lawrence Seales, and Miss Gillian 
Blanchard? 
 
10. What is the significance of the title, To Sir, With Love? 




