
English Department 
 

8th grade Summer Reading – Ms. Sawchuk 
 

Study guide for Wonder by R.J. Palacio 
 

As you enjoy your reading this summer, here are some questions to guide you.  Look over them 
closely before and during your reading.  Take notes and come to school prepared to discuss your 
ideas. 
 

1. Throughout Wonder, Auggie describes the way that many people react to seeing his face 
for the first time: by immediately looking away.  Have you ever been in a situation where 
you have responded like this to seeing someone different?  Having now read Wonder, 
how do you feel about this now? 

 
2. Auggie’s face is not fully described until quite far on in the story in Via’s chapter 

“August:  Through the Peephole”.  How close was this description to your own mental 
picture of Auggie?  Did you have a picture of his face in your mind while reading the 
book?  Did this description alter that picture? 
 

3. Kids who are different are almost always bullied in some way.  How does Auggie know 
the first time he meets Julian that he will be a bully?  In what subtle ways does Julian 
bully Auggie?  What prompts the seventh graders to attack and bully Auggie?  In general, 
what is Auggie’s response to the bullying? 
 

4. Do some research on Treachers-Collins Syndrome- the causes, the treatment, the life 
expectancy and the genetic make-up of the syndrome.  Be prepared to share your research 
with the class. 

 
 
 

8th grade Summer Reading - Mrs. Schneider 
 

Study guide for We Beat the Street: How a Friendship led to Success by Sharon Draper 
 
As you read this story, think about how it relates to your own life, as well as try to put yourself in 
the characters’ shoes. Read over the questions below and have some notes on each when you 
return for school. Enjoy the reading; it is truly inspirational. 
 

1. Peer pressure is an issue that occurs throughout We Beat the Streets; as you read, citeboth 
the positive and negative influences that come from peer pressure. How do the characters 
react to these different situations? Explain. 

 
2. Note some of the mistakes the three young men made throughout the story. How do these 

experiences change them for the better? What lesson does each young man learn from his 
mistakes? 



 
3. What is the attitude of the young men concerning learning, studying, and acquiring 

knowledge?  How did they deal with the outside influences that made fun of or looked 
down on them for dreaming of college? 
 

4. In the novel, we come across the word “Ujima”, which means collective work and 
responsibility to the community. Why is this idea so important to the three doctors? What 
sort of significance does Ujima have in their lives? 
 

5. Friendship, something the doctors struggle with their entire lives, is a major theme in the 
novel. What makes a friendship?  How can friends be both an asset and a liability? How 
do you keep the positive friends and stay away from the negative ones? 


