
 

Senioritis 

Excerpts from letters received in recent years from colleges: 

From Georgetown University: “We have received a copy of your final high school 
transcript.  As you know, admission to Georgetown is granted with the understanding that the 
level of academic achievement will be continued through the second semester.  A review of the 
final transcript of your grades reveals a significant decline in academic achievement in second 
semester.  We are concerned about this drop in performance…” 

From Amherst College:  “Upon receipt of your final transcript I requested a written 
explanation on why your grades dropped.  You responded immediately with a letter.  After 
reviewing your letter, and in consultation with the President of the College, I am regretfully 
withdrawing your acceptance to Amherst College.  This is an unfortunate decision to make, but it 
is our belief that you have not exhibited the necessary academic achievement in your senior year 
to make a successful transition to this college. 

From University of Dayton: “I received a copy of your final transcript.  My purpose in 
writing is to express concern over the grades you received in two courses.  These low grades are 
not consistent with your previous level of high school performance and will adversely affect the 
merit scholarship we awarded you. 

From Boston College: “This office recently received a copy of your final 
transcript.  I noted with some dismay that your final grades fell from where they had been 
previously.  The admissions committee has reviewed your application material again…” 

From John Carroll University: “Your offer admission reserved to the Admission 
Committee the right to withdraw its offer if a student’s academic and personal development does 
not continue as expected throughout the year.  We regard this decline as a serious matter.  We are 
concerned that it might not be in your best interest to attend John Carroll this fall…” 

From Miami University, Ohio: “We have received your final transcript and note with 
concern the final grade of “D” you received in English.  You will recall the conditions of your 
acceptance; we expected fully that the remainder of your work to be of similar caliber to that of 
which your acceptance was granted.  Before clearing your admission, please give us some 
explanation of the drop in your academic performance as soon as possible.” 

 


