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          December 16, 2015 

AMDG 

 

Dear Prospective NHS Member, 

 

Thank you for your interest in joining the St. Peter Canisius, SJ Chapter of the National Honor 

Society (NHS).  This letter will share some important information about the application 

process, which takes place in the first half of the second semester and is open to current 
Juniors.   

 

What is NHS? 

Established in 1921, the National Honor Society is the oldest and most respected student 

recognition organization in the United States. Membership in NHS distinguishes students who 

have committed themselves to the pursuit of academic excellence, community and involvement, 

and personal development.  NHS is more than an honor roll.  Academic achievement is a core 

component of NHS, but the organization also places a strong emphasis on service, leadership, 

and character and helps students build the skills and relationships that will ensure success 

throughout their academic years and beyond. (NHS, 2014) 

 

Why should I consider joining NHS? 

There are many good reasons to apply for membership into NHS.  NHS members: 

 Have the ability to work with peers, faculty, administrators, and community leaders to 

transform their school and local communities 

 Learn how to be more effective leaders and why leadership skills are an essential tool at 

any stage in life 

 Have opportunities to participate in service to the school and to the community 

 Serve as representatives of the school at orientation, parent-teacher conferences, mini-

class nights, and other special events 

 

What are NOT good reasons for joining NHS? 

Membership in NHS will help you build a portfolio of life achievements that can be featured on 

applications for colleges and careers, as well as cover letters and resumes.  However, the 

student who simply wants to join so he can put NHS on his resume does not belong in NHS.  

Membership in NHS requires a serious commitment to service, academic excellence, and 

leadership.  Students who are not up to this challenge need not apply. 

 

What are the basic requirements for joining NHS? 

The National Honor Society has four core values: Scholarship, Leadership, Character, and 
Service.  When selecting students for membership, the selection committee looks for these 

four qualities in potential members.  Students must have a 3.5 or higher cumulative GPA and 

cannot have suspensions or academic integrity violations (from sophomore and junior years) on 

their disciplinary records.  Please note: Simply because a student meets these basic eligibility 

requirements does not guarantee him membership in NHS. 
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If I am accepted, what is the level of commitment that will be expected of me? 

NHS members are expected to adhere to the following standards (subject to change): 

 Maintain a 3.5 cumulative GPA 

 Be involved in at least 2 other school-sponsored cocurriculars (this may include 

athletics) 

 Demonstrate good conduct (no suspensions or academic integrity violations) and be a 

positive role model for all in the school 

 Document four hours of community service each semester, in addition to service 

performed by the chapter 

 Assist with tutoring (either through Magis or the Arrupe Center) on a weekly basis 

 Work major school events, such as Orientation, Open House, Mini-Class Night, Parent-

Teacher Conferences, the President’s Society Mass, etc. 

 Attend monthly NHS meetings 

 Participate in two service projects sponsored by NHS (one each semester) 

 Participate in two fundraisers sponsored by NHS (one each semester) 
 

 

The Application 

Eligible students can access the application form at www.uofdjesuit.org/nhs starting January 25.  

The form consists of six major parts:   

 Character: You have the opportunity to discuss/clarify any issues on your disciplinary 

record. 

 Major School-sponsored activities: These are activities you have participated in for 

more than one year in duration and have had some leadership role or position.  A 

coach/moderator/supervisor needs to verify involvement and provide a brief comment 

and/or recommendation. 

 Other School-sponsored activities: These are activities of a shorter duration and 

commitment. A coach/moderator/supervisor needs to verify involvement. 

 Out-of-School Activities: These are non-service activities outside of school (e.g., job, 

organization you belong to, travel league, etc.). A supervisor or parent/guardian needs 

to verify involvement. 

 Service: There is no hour requirement for service, but students should demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to service.  Please note: 

 All documented service must occur off campus.  Service done through school 

activities or clubs is acceptable, but it must be done outside of school.  For 

example, setting up for a Senate dance would NOT count as service, but 

volunteering at a Focus:HOPE Saturday delivery sponsored by the Ignatian 

Service Team should be included. 

 Applicants CANNOT report mandatory service work or activities that every U 
of D Jesuit student is expected to participate in (such as working Pledge 

Detroit!™, the Open House, or the Focus:HOPE Christmas drive). 

 Essay: You will be able to talk about an activity or service event that has had a 

meaningful impact on you.  No more than 450 words! 

 

PARENTS CANNOT VERIFY SERVICE AND SCHOOL-SPONSORED ACTIVITY 

INVOLVEMENT.  Only a coach, moderator or supervisor can sign for these items. 
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Important Dates to Know 

 December 16: Informational meeting for current Juniors 

 January 25: Students will be notified if they are eligible to apply for NHS.  (Being 

eligible does not guarantee acceptance.)  Students can access the application form at 

www.uofdjesuit.org/nhs. 

 February 23: Applications are due.  Completed forms must be turned in to the 

Cocurricular Activities Office (Room 113) by 3:00pm on this day.  

 Week of March 6: Selection Committee will meet.  Applicants will be notified of the 

Selection Committee’s decision via homeroom mail in mid-March. 

 April 22 (TENTATIVE): Induction Ceremony 

 

LASTLY, Please note: 
As moderator of NHS, I am happy to communicate with parents/guardians 

regarding the application process.  However, all communication must be initiated 

by the student and not the parent/guardian.  Leadership is one of the core values 

of the National Honor Society and communication is the foundation of good 

leadership. 

 

Thank you for taking the time to review this information.  Please let me know if you have any 

questions or concerns, and have a blessed Christmas vacation. 

 

 

 

Mr. John Simmons ‘04 

Dean of Cocurricular Activities & NHS Moderator 
john.simmons@uofdjesuit.org 

(313) 927-2386 


