
Old State 

I was driving alone at night, and it was very cold. There were no streetlights, 

and I was surrounded by what seemed to be evergreens. Old State Road runs 

across the state in a straight line, a two-lane road of death, from nowhere to 

nowhere. Driving alone at night on this road is extremely dangerous. Many 

have become victims of this darkness, suddenly driving into the woods never 

to be found. Oh yes – they hypothesize – he just fell asleep. I hoped this would 

not be me. 

After who knows how long, in this detrimental silence, I was surprised by the 

sudden flash of a car’s high beam lights. Everything around me was illuminated 

by this threat, and I could not do anything to stop the headlights from blinding 

me. Did this person just turn on those lights? I had not noticed this car 

following me before. It was so dark just seconds ago. This car was very close 

behind mine; it came from nowhere! 

I violently swerved my car to the left lane for oncoming traffic, hoping that the 

car would pass me on my right, but this car behind me did the same, mirroring 

me. The car following me was identical to mine. Then I looked at the driver, 

and I saw my face, eyeless and pale. I simply could not process what was going 

on - I could not move, I could not move my eyes away from that sight so close 

behind me. 

I turned to look at the empty lane on my right, but instead of seeing the road, I 

saw the edges of the trees thrashing the side of my car. I found myself diving 

on the grass right next to the woods, very far off the road! I thought I had 

swerved to my left! I slammed the brakes and managed to get my car back on 

the pavement. Then I saw I was missing my right side mirror. 

And the car behind me was gone. 


