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Here Are the Prompts 
We Gave our Six-Year 

Men:
-Describe your experience at 

UDJ in 1 word. 

-How many books have you 
actually read without Spar-

knotes or Shmoop?

-Quote the strangest thing 
you’ve heard a teacher say 

during your time at The 
High.
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Patrick Abraham
-WORK

-A solid 20
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graduating 6-Year Men
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-Senate Officer 
Pop Culture

Brennan Baudeloque
-Satire

-7
“Please throw this baseball at my head!”-Mr. Tuite

Aidan Mitchell
-Brotherhood
-Not enough

Spencer LaBuda
-Brotherhood

-Around 20-25
“You make me almost cry.”-Mrs. O

Matthew Lowe
-Phenomenal

-Some
“If aliens were to come to earth, they could possibly be demons 

sent from the devil.”-Mr. Bindon

Soterios Michalos

Lucas Kuzak
-Life changing

-What’s Sparknotes
“ROOOOAARRRRR!”-Mr. Bell

Michael Kellett
-Wild

-The ones from the Academy
“They were throwing pennies at him and all he did was point 

at the scoreboard.”-Mr. Bell

Justice Keech
-Poppycock

-1/2 of 1
“Class will be cancelled tomorrow.”-Mr. Gumbel

Matthew Houle
-Mesmerizing

-Zero
“I thought I was Superman when I was 12-years old and 
jumped out my window and broke my leg.”-Mr. Feeney

Victor Hill
-Complex

-0

Thomas Garrett
-Long

-0
-”You must eat the iguana of life” -Brother B

Colin LaBuda
-Procrasatination

-Around 20
“Notre Dame is better than U of M.”

Patrick DiRita
-Adderall

-10
“I need an adult!” -Mr. Coccitti-Smith

Thorton BerryKevin Begic
-Foundational
-Half of them

-”No I am not James Harden” -Mr. Flowers

Eric Radloff
-Impactful

-2
When answering the question, “How was your 

weekend, Mr. Bell?” “Salad!”-Mr. Bell

Karl Rimelspach
-Long

-A couple
“I think there should be public flogging.”-Mr. 

Flowers

Adam Rizik
-Stressful

-0

The Cub News staff 
would like to thank all 
the 5 and 6 year men 
who responded to the 

prompts.

We enjoyed reading 
your comments!

Nathan Espiritu
-Litty

-Under 5
-”Human beings can fall through wells”-Mr. Tuite
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5-Year Men of U of D Jesuit
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Kenneth Donaldson
-Awesomely questitonable

-All of them-don’t play yourself!
“I can’t control the order. What you should be asking is does the Kracken 

Matthew Toma
-Family

-I always revert to one of them even if I “read the book”
“I eat insects. They have a lot of protein.”-Mrs. Foerg

Jack Glover
-Fruitful

-More than one would be inclined to think
“If ifs and buts were candy and nuts, we’d all have a Merry 

Christmas!”-Conductor Todd Wilson

Cameron Thomas
-Compelling

-3
“Write this down!”-Mr. Lauchlan

Casey Spagnuolo
-Genuine
-Over 35

“Danger! Warning! Danger Will Robinson!”-Mr. 
Hill

Joseph Stanley
-Community
-All but one

Grant Lehmkuhl
-Welcoming

-Some of them
“Steamroller”-Mr. Godwin

Joseph Naman
-Wild

-So many I forgot to count 
“Release the Cracken” Vaughn Rowe

Bilaal PierceSean Monaghan
-Okay

-No comment

Frank Johnson
-Boring

-7
“You have an art test next week”-Mrs. Mooney

Zachary Joseph
-Stressful

-5
“You can walk through a wall if you try”-Mr. Tuite

Seth Atisha
-Incredible

-Less than 10
‘Eat the iguana of life.”

Alexander Kipp
-Wild
-Zero

“Eat the iguana of life.”-Brother Boynton

Eddie Collier
-Long

-1: The Messenger

Gregory Cook
-Love, brotherhood, and growth

-I’ve read two or three

Corbin Kincald

Here Are the Prompts 
We Gave our Five-Year 

Men:
-Describe your experience at 

UDJ in 1 word. 

-How many books have you 
actually read without Spar-

knotes or Shmoop?

-Quote the strangest thing 
you’ve heard a teacher say 

during your time at The 
High.

Alford Harris
-Blessed

-7

Congratulations 
to the 5-Year men 
who graduate in 
the class of 2017!

Blast From the Past for Veteran Teachers

Mr. Hansknecht Mr. Davidson Mr. Spilker Mr. SlaughterMr. Hafner

Mr. Coccitti-SmithMr. WilsonMr. FeeneyMr. TuiteDr. Gall



Page 5The Cub News May 2017

Candidates Tackle Tough Questions
 Thomas Worden 

‘18
 Writer

So far, the U of D Senate Cam-
paign Trail for the 2016-17 school 
year has been a wild ride. And as the 
school population gears up for the 
oncoming influx of paper posters in 
the lunchroom and campaign videos 
over the announcements, the mind 
turns to the recent events of the 
Senate Debates. The air was electric 
at that pen-ultimate event of the 
campaign season, full of memorable 
moments. This reporter in the field 
had a home plate seat to the whole 
proceedings, just behind the mod-
erator’s table. From that vantage 
point, the pulse of the student body, 
close to the action and fully hooked-
on, seemed all the more real. Boys - 
rather, men - in prim-cropped navy 
suits, tall and steely-eyed, carrying 
themselves confidently to the po-
dium, powerful and super-charged 
with potential energy… this is what 
student politics is about here at The 
High. 

“But where has the change 
been?”, some ask... “Am I really 
being affected by this massive rat-
race?” This campaign trail has been 
an all-out experiment in student 
power, and according to the on-
board student body and the candi-
dates themselves, the final product 
(as we know it to be now) will 
reinforce the senate’s position and 
presence in school life. This year’s 
candidates, as per every year, come 
from a generation that has seen 
Student Senates come and go, with 

promises still broken and problems 
still unsolved. Let the first-hand 
record show: this election may very 
well bring about the intense changes 
that students for so long have clam-
ored for.

At the ground floor of the 
debates, the crowd settled down 
into a state of civility as the first 
candidates walked up to the mic 
- Sean Rosler and Dan Barber. 
“They’re both men of the people,” 
said Henry Ghawi, Academy student 
and politics-junkie. “A position like 
Sergeant-At-Arms requires a certain 
pizzazz - both Rosler and Barber 
have that in abundance. Either 
would be good Sarges.” Historic 
figures were quoted and semi-co-
medic angles were taken, as per 
the common custom for the Sarge 
debate. Much waffling over the topic 
of JUGs ensued, and the approach 
candidate Barber proposed was 
especially surprising, as he entailed 
a potentially lengthy revision of 
offenses that constitute a JUG. U 
of D could easily be looking at the 
approach of a much safer future for 
students prone to forgetting IDs and 
mass sport coats. However, Rosler’s 

sheer spirit 
and love of 
the school, 
for its people 
and for what 
it stands for, 
stands to be 
a heavily deci-
sive factor 
for his voting 
factor alone - 
his desire to 
see U of D be-
come an ideal 
vision of itself 
is a powerful 
driving force 
for his odds. 

Ben 
Godfrey and 

Brendan Neary sparred 
in a clash of responses 
during the Treasur-
er debate that soon 
became super-heated. 
Both posed radical and 
revolutionary ideas that 
stand to completely 
alter the U of D expe-
rience, from Neary’s 
proposal that the school 
announcements are 
a “dead system”, to 
Godfrey’s propositions 
of more even-handed 
treatment of both large 

and small clubs, as well 
as the institution of a 

potential Uber-like “ride system” 
to and from school sporting events. 
One Daniel Scanlan, a Junior 
questioned at the forefront of the 
Treasurer debate, had this to say 
about the state of change that the 
candidates propose: “I definitely 
don’t think the announcements 
are a ‘dead system’, but I think so 
many people just don’t listen to 
them or watch them because they 
can never hear them through the 
outdated PA system.” He contin-
ued, “I want more funding to be 
put towards smaller clubs. I’d like 
to see some equitability. You know, 
Auto-Club was in Autorama for the 
past 2 years, and we haven’t got 
much recognition for it…” Promises 
from the likes of Ben Godfrey, who 
mentioned in a post-debate inter-
view the potential for the creation of 
a beta-tested Senate message-board 
website in the near future, may help 
to satisfy those who cry out for fairer 
club transparency.   

Due to fellow Cub Sean En-
glish’s tragic accident, he was not 
able to appear and debate for the 
position of Secretary. As such, no 
debate was held, in respect for Sean. 
Thereafter, a moment’s microphone 
foible opened up to the debate for 
Vice President, between candidates 
Noah Zelinski and Sean Butler. The 
topic soon turned to the academic 
expertise U of D expects of its stu-
dents. From the perspective of the 
average student at U of D, whether 
or not the amount of homework 
given each night and the number 
of quizzes and tests given during 
any given week could be considered 
healthy is a pressing issue. Both 
bluntly addressed the potential 
problems with the current state 
of homework at U of D, based on 
first-hand accounts and their own 
ordeals. 

As an anonymous individual 

in the audience commented, 
“They both adress academic 
stress as a troubling issue, 
which as good, they tackle it 
head on... but I think a lot of 
people would say that few peo-
ple have really done anything 
substantial to decrease the ac-
ademic stress this school piles 
on it’s students. I don’t want 
to see these guys not follow 
up on what they’re saying. I’m 
hoping for a conscious change 
from one of these guys.” Many 
students, Juniors chiefly 
among them, posit that the 
results of the recent Health & 
Wellness examination point 
to a potential mental health 
hazard with direct correlation to 
the amount of work assigned every 
night and the rigors of the actual 
school day.       

Then came the Big One. The 
debate for President, between Jack 
Ploucha and Kevin Williams. It was 
easily one of the most memorable 
debates at the event. A palpable 
hush fell over the crowd as soon as 
one and then the other began to tear 
into their opening statements. The 
sobering topic of race in politics was 
discussed very frankly, and accord-
ing to English teacher Mr. Hill, both 
“handled themselves very well in the 
situation. Having to stand up there 
at that podium, in front of the entire 
student body, each member of 
which is silently judging and ready 
to laugh at the slightest mistake. To 
answer sensitive and controversial 
questions with four seconds to think 
about it… is amazing.” Perhaps 
the more interesting of the points 
brought up during the presidential 
debate is Ploucha’s new-wave idea 
of the “Cub Pride Point System”. 
Many argue that Ploucha’s strong 
sense of 
Cub Pride 
is a force of 
nature onto 
itself, and 
that his new 
point-ac-
cumula-
tion-based re-
ward system 
could bolster 
morale and 
Cub Pride by 
a substantial-
ly school-wide 
margin. 

  And 
what could 
this all mean? 
What, collec-

tively, do all these debates repre-
sent? Some take no interest in pol-
itics, preferring to mind their own 
business and allow things to fall as 
they may - this is far from reprehen-
sible, but it eschews the true point of 
the debates, and the Student Senate 
itself. The debates, and the subse-
quent half-day voting convention, 
are a reflection of the opinions and 
ideals of the student body, a rare 
chance to express personal ideas 
and convictions without fear of a 
trip to Mr. Chandler’s office. 

This year, especially, is the year 
to get involved. The signs are strong 
that the student body grows weary 
of the fear of having to find a camera 
blind-spot to text their rides home 
that they will be late… an ever-grow-
ing majority of students realize that 
for too long have the Swimming 
Team, Wrestling Team, Robotics, 
and Auto Club been forgotten. How-
ever, this particular Campaign Trail 
wraps up, be it in landslide victory 
or neck-in-neck toss-up for the 
candidates, this will be remembered 
as the year the new “Student-Power 
Student Senate” bounced back.   

College Signing Day 2017

Happening at The High

Presidential candidate Jack PlouchaPresidential candidate Kevin Williams

Sarge candidate Sean Rosler

Sarge candidate Daniel Barber

Seniors Show off their college choice with event organized by College Counseling and the U of D Jesuit Mother’s Club
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6-Year Men (Cont.)
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Here Are the Prompts 
We Gave our Six-Year 

Men:
-Describe your experience at 

UDJ in 1 word. 

-How many books have you 
actually read without Spar-

knotes or Shmoop?

-Quote the strangest thing 
you’ve heard a teacher say 

during your time at The 
High.

Gabriele Seilo
-Procrastination

-2

Jonathon Spunar 
-Life-changing

-All of them
“Grrarrunk”-Mr. Bell

Edward Thomson
-Rewarding

-Maybe 3
“Ed you little lazy Troll” -Mrs. Foerg

Joseph Ziedas
-Enduring

-What’s Shmoop?
Complete silence in the room after morning prayer is fol-

lowed by “Do any of you guys know how sausage is made...
well I do”

Randy White
-Long

-Could not say at this point

Terence Thomas
-Thrilling

-8
“If you ever say that again I’ll throw this stool at 

you!”-Mr. Duns

Parker Seklar
-Fagels
-Some

“Mint over mango anyday”-Mr. Coccitti-Smith

Marco Santella
-Schooly

-A lot of them (wink, wink)

“Wyoming doesn’t exist.”-Mr. Dillon

Congratulations 
to the 5-Year men 
who graduate in 
the class of 2017!

Academic Success a Trademark of Cubs
Ryan Cullen ‘17

 Editor-in-Chief

The University of Detroit Je-
suit High School and Academy has 
established a culture where young 
men are encouraged to expand their 
gifts, learn new skills, and hone 
their talents.  Students are constant-
ly challenged to take the lead, step 
up to the plate, and aim to always do 
everything for The Greater Glory of 
God.  Consequently Cubs are leaders 
in many arenas - from the stage to 
the sporting field, from the science 
lab to the film studio.  The leaders in 
the academic realm are the valedic-
torians and those recognized by the 
National Merit organization.    This 
year seven seniors have been identi-
fied as valedictorians.  To reach this 

distinction at UDJ, a student must 
earn an “A” in every subject for all 
four years.  Valedictorians for the 
Class of 2017 are: John Campbell, 
Ryan Cullen, Michael Gassen, Zach-
ary Kennedy, Fadi Moaikel, Dawson 
Myers, and Nicholas Pez.

 This year’s National Merit 
scholars are chosen from a pool 
of over 1.6 million entrants who 
took the PSAT/NMSQT as juniors.  
50,000 testers earned the high-
est scores to gain them the title of 
National Merit winners.  16,000 stu-
dents were named as semifinalists.  
To ensure that academically talented 
young people from all over the Unit-
ed States are included in this talent 
pool, semifinalists are designated on 
a state-representational basis.  They 
are the highest scoring entrants in 
each state.  This year UDJ had two 
semifinalists: Brendan Hogan and 
Nolan Kirkman.

The next 34,000 who earned 
high scores received Letters of 
Recommendation.  Commended 

students are named on the basis of 
a nationally applied Selection Index 
score that may vary from year to 
year.  This year UDJ had five 
commended students: Paul 
Cataldi, Patrick DiRita, Aidan 
Mitchell, Casper Padilla, and 
Edward Thomson.     

National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation was estab-
lished in 1955 - a time when 
there was concern that the 
United States was not the first 
in the cold war scientific race.  
The Merit Scholarship pro-
gram was founded to iden-
tify and honor scholastically 
talented American students 
and encourage them to devel-
op their abilities to the fullest.  
Overall, through the accom-
plishments of the valedictori-
ans and national merit win-
ners, it is clear that academic 
rigor and success is an integral 
part of the U of D Jesuit expe-
rience and brotherhood.

The Class of 2017 Valedictorians

May Pop Culture Grid
Questions provided by: 

Connor Plagens ‘18
Summer Plans? Best Song of 2017 So 

Far?
NBA Finals Prediction? Qdoba or Chipotle? If I could be someone 

else for a day, I would be 
__________.

Aaron Poyer ‘18
Sneak into neighborhood 

pools in Northville
If the Harlem Shake 
would’ve come out in 
2017 then it would’ve 

won

Wizards Over GSW Qdoba
Connor Plagens

Michael Byrne ‘18 March For Science Mo Bounce (clean)-Iggy 
Azalea

Gonzaga over Duke Chipotle Either one of the Myth-
busters

Mr. Coccitti-Smith Finding peace in the Ca-
nadian Wilderness

Stay-Alessia Cara and 
Zedd

2017 Faculty Basketball 
Team

Neither, I don’t want to 
wear an adult diaper

Donald Trump, just so I 
can resign

Grayson Huldin ‘18 Go to Ireland to study Something Just Like This-
The Chainsmokers and 

Coldplay

JONAS JEREBKO FI-
NALS MVP

Qdoba
Donald Trump

Josh Ilkka ‘19
Tending to my rice farm Water-Ugly God Lavar Ball one man 

wrecking crew
Qdoba

Mr. Buchta, gotta raise 
my grade somehow



Page 3The Cub News May 2017

Wellness Survey Shares Student Perspective

Labre Branches Out in 
Donwtown Detroit

 Jack Glover ‘17
 Senior Editor

For the past two months every 
Tuesday evening, a group of U of D 
Juniors and Seniors pack up some 
hot dogs, soup, PB & J and coffee 
and head down to Greektown to 
meet and build relationships with 
those who are experiencing home-
lessness. They are a part of the St. 
Benedict Joseph Labre Ministry.  
Thankfully, Mr. Isaac Piepszowski, 
a 2017 AVC and physics teacher at 
The High, stepped up to spearhead 
the newfound mission.  Attending 
college at Loyola University Chica-
go, Mr. P had already participated in 
many Labre immersions in down-
town Chicago; thus, making this 
job perfect for him!  Earlier in the 
year, Mr. P started heading down 
to Greektown and forming relation-
ships with our homeless community 
and now, over four months later, 

Labre is in full swing!
Before heading out to the 

streets, students gather for a re-
flection and prayer with hopes of 
meeting new friends while having 
the chance to catch up with old 
ones.  Many individuals are seen by 
the students on a weekly basis and 
have come to acknowledge them by 
name. The immersion itself lasts for 
about an hour with additional time 
before and after to prep and clean 
up.  All in all, the Labre experience 
lasts from about 5:45-8:15pm.  
Each evening is concluded with a 
reflection looking at the individ-
uals that the students interacted 
with that night and reflect on 
how they have experienced God’s 
presence. 

Each week, all available spots 
for students fill up because of the 
high demand of this wonderful ex-
perience! This excitement shown 
by students is a great testament 
to the power of relationships that 
they are a part of.  Mr. P also 
wants those who are interested to, 
“ask any student who has partic-
ipated in Labre and they will tell 
you that the individuals we have 
met are only the least in the eyes 

of our society; rather we end up 
becoming a witness to rich faith, 
generosity and love - the very things 
our school seeks to teach our young 
men. It is simple and powerful, 
and I promise it would be a worth-
while experience to see our young 
men actively living out our school’s 
mission: “...to form Men for Others, 
men who cannot conceive of the 
love of God which does not include 
love for the least of their neighbors” 
(Pedro Arrupe S.J.).  

Eagles of 
The High

 Jack Chekal ‘21
 Writer

What does Nobel Laureate 
Thomas Cech, former presidential 
candidate Michael Dukakis, former 
president Gerald Ford, over a fifth 
of all astronauts and U of D students 
Nick Vostal, ‘17, Noah Tylutki, ‘17, 
and Peter Chekal, ‘18 all have in 
common? They are all Eagle Scouts. 
In Boy Scouts the highest honor is 
the rank of Eagle Scout, and this 
award takes time, dedication, and 
leadership. To be an Eagle Scout you 
must serve actively as a leader for a 
total of a year, earn twenty-one mer-
it badges, do a total of twelve service 
hours, and a large service project 
that you plan, develop, have letters 
of recommendation from multiple 
people, and lead others to benefit 
a religious institution, school, or 
your community. These are only a 
fraction of what has to be done to 
achieve the rank of Eagle and the 
enormity of what has to be done 
shows with only 6.01% scouts have 
achieved eagle in 2014 and those 
who do get eagle have an average 
age of 17.35.

Many employers and college 
admissions realize the amount of 
work necessary to become an Eagle 
Scout and the traits that the scouts 
have developed. Eagle Scout and 
UDJ Cub, Kevin Williams, ‘18 ex-
plained to me how scouting helped 
him be open to growth because he 
had to listen to many different view-
points to successfully complete his 
Eagle project. He goes on to recom-
mend scouting by 
saying “The cliche 
‘going camping in 
the woods’ is not 
what goes on in 
many occasions, 
and I have learned 
many valuable life 
lessons through 
scouting.”  
Williams 
built mul-

tiple picnic tables at the Humane 
Society of Huron Valley in Ann Ar-
bor, Michigan that are now used to 
educate kids on animal cruelty and 
as a break area.

Another eagle scout from U of 
D is Carlos Pages ‘17, who cleared 
invasive species from Manresa 
Jesuit Retreat House, which is used 
for many of UDJ retreats. Pages says 
that as a scout he has learned to be 
more patient and loving, “Scouting 
has taught me how to be under-
standing of other people and how 
to lead others in a loving way. My 
time as SPL tested my leadership 
and taught me patience and how to 
manage different personalities,” he 
explained when asked. Pages says 
that his favorite moment of scout-
ing was when  he went camping in 
Philmont and Yosemite, “These were 
two of the biggest challenges in my 
life but they made me a stronger 
person.”

Every scout meeting and nearly 
every scouting event starts with the 
scout oath and law, and these match 
up well with the grad at grad char-
acteristics. The scout oath is “On my 
honor, I will do my best To do my 
duty to God and my country and to 
obey the Scout Law;  To help other 
people at all times;  To keep myself 
physically strong, mentally awake 
and morally straight.” This matches 
up the grad at grad characteristics 
with doing your duty to God working 
with religious and doing your duty 
to your country and helping people 
at all times working with committed 
to doing justice. The scout law is  “a 
scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, 
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and 
reverent.” Reverent works well with 
religious while nearly half work with 
committed to doing justice.

 Luciano Marcon ‘17
 Writer

In its efforts to meet its goal 
of “United by Diversity,” the Uni-
versity of Detroit Jesuit community 
is  continuing to learn each other’s 
stories and understand each other’s 
successes and challenges.  With 
that in mind, a Health & Wellness 
Committee was formed to investi-
gate various areas of health and risk 
behavior concerns so that the com-
munity can better understand this 
aspect of the students’ perceptions 
and needs..  

The committee used a survey 
created by the Center of Disease 
Control, CDC.  In February the com-
mittee administered the 86 question 
survey to students in their science 
classes.  The survey sample consist-
ed of 613 students - 84.7% of all the 
high school students at UDJ.  After 
the results of the survey were com-
piled by the committee, facilitated 
meetings were held with randomly 
selected students from each grade.  
Committee members wanted to bet-
ter understand the “why” behind the 
survey’s results.  Topics addressed 
at these meetings included:  Vehicle 

safety, physical fighting/ bullying, 
depression/suicide, alcohol, drug, 
and marijuana use, sex, and diet, 
health, and exercise.  

When compared to the nation-
al data, UDJ students were better at 
buckling up, not riding in a car with 
a driver who had been drinking, and 
not driving when drinking. Cubs do 
text while driving more than other 
teenagers.

The survey numbers show that 
UDJ students are not as concerned 
about feeling unsafe in school or 
being threatened with a weapon 
when compared to the national 
numbers.  Based on answers from 
the members of the survey group, 
there does exist a culture of verbal 
back and forth and teasing, but it 
stems more from comradery than 
violence.  If the teasing does goes 
beyond the friend group, though, 
it can be seen as bullying.  Physical 
incidents usually escalate on the 
fields and courts, not in the halls 
and classrooms.  “Intent to harm” is 
not the goal, though.

Depression and Suicide num-
bers did not fair as well.   The survey 
results show that there is an obvious 
issue. Students do drugs and experi-
ence depression for various reasons. 
However, an underlying factor is 
the overwhelming pressure students 
go through. There are standards at 
UDJ, and students understand the 
need for those and are ok with this 
reality. These standards are what 

push the students to excel in the 
classroom. However, most students 
come to UDJ unprepared for the 
rigorous workload. The High has 
the tools to help students succeed. If 
students are struggling, they can go 
to MAGIS or the Arrupe Center to 
get help from students and facul-
ty. Students shouldn’t be afraid to 
approach their teachers for help. 
Teachers like when students come 
to them wanting to understand the 
material. Hopefully the students 
know the counselors are great to 
see if one ever feels overwhelmed 
with school or has some problems 
that he’d like to unload. While the 
school has great support, students 
still find themselves getting bogged 
down. The workload is usually man-
ageable, but there are times where 
it seems like teachers purposely 
assign projects, tests, and quizzes 
all at once. Although this is not true, 
this can certainly turn into a big 
problem. It’s for moments like this 
that make it difficult for students to 
maintain a balance between home-
work, co-curriculars, sports, and a 
life outside of school.  Suggestions 
to this problem include initiating 
a program so that teachers can see 
what students are assigned for the 
month to avoid a pileup of work. 
Students are constantly under pres-
sure to do well in school. Sometimes 
the pressure becomes too much, and 
they crack.

Alcohol use by UDJ students is 

lower than the national average.  
The students in the focus groups 
shared that drinking is a social 
activity.  It is considered more ac-
ceptable than other drugs because 
their families consume alcohol.  
Students felt that drinking re-
duces anxiety and makes parties 
more fun.   The Cub use of mari-
juana and other drugs is lower the 
national average as reported by 
the CDC.  During the discussions 
with the Focus groups it was 
evident that the use of electronic 
vapor products is becoming more 
prevalent.  Students believe that 
this is a safer form of smoking. 

In the area of sex, as com-
pared to the national numbers, 
UDJ students are not having 
intercourse as frequently and are 
older before becoming sexually 
active. Focus group members felt 
that although this topic is addressed 
in Freshmen Health/PE, there is not 
enough sex education opportuni-
ties at The High.  information from 
families is also minimal.  Therefore, 
students rely on information gath-
ered from peers, the internet, or old-
er siblings.  Not enough discussions 
involve risks and consequences.

In the Diet, Exercise, and 
Health category, UDJ students do 
much better than the national aver-
ages.  Cubs watch less TV and play 
less video games.  The Cub numbers 
for physical numbers match the 
national averages.  Getting enough 

sleep is a problem at The High, 
though.  Only 15% of UDJ students 
get the suggested 8 or more hours of 
sleep compared to a national aver-
age of 30%.

The next step  for the Health 
and Wellness Committee is to 
mail a survey to families, staff and 
faculty that will ask their attitudes 
and concerns towards these topics.  
Once all this information is gathered 
and analyzed, the Committee will 
ascertain how best to educate the 
Cub community and minimize the 
negative and risky behaviors and 
attitudes.

Ryan Cullen ‘17
Editor-in-Chief

Paul Cataldi ‘17
Managing Editor

Jack Glover ‘17
Senior Editor

Nick Pez ‘17
Senior Editor

Jack Condit ‘18
Layout Managing Editor

Ms. Rosemarie Gonzales
Advisor

JP Bauer ‘17

Luciano Marcon ‘17

Kenneth Donaldson ‘17

Connor Plagens ‘18

Ryan Reid ‘18

Thomas Worden ‘18

Tyler Padilla ‘19

Jack Chekal ‘21

Kocsis Wins AD of Year
 Ken Donaldson ‘17
 Writer

University of Detroit Jesuit 
athletics strike again!  This new 
success , however, is not on the 
basketball court or in the ice rink, 
but rather at our front door.   Coach 
Nicholas Kocsis has won the Tom 
Kelly Athletic Director of the Year 
Award by the Detroit Catholic 
League.  He will be given the award 
at the Catholic High School League 
Hall of Fame banquet on June 12th.

This honor is the result of UDJ 
‘s success on the sports’ fields and 
arenas during his short time at The 
High.  Over the past six years of 
Mr. Kocsis’ tenure, U of D has had 
incredible successes – with the bas-
ketball teams winning a State Cham-
pionship, 5 straight Catholic League 
titles (the first time this has been 
done in the history of the league!), 
and a plethora of district and 
regional championships.   Bowling 
also won a State Championship in 
2014.  The football program has be-
gun to show promise by consistently 
making appearances in the playoffs 
and many more accomplishments.  
Success for the Cubs has even come 
at the academy level.  Examples 
include the academy football team 

earning two Prep 
Bowl appearances, 
Academy teams 
winning two CYO 
Lacrosse Champi-
onships and two 
basketball champi-
onships, and much 
more. 

This goes to show the new cul-
ture UDJ has developed under the 
Kocsis’ lead.  His belief that “We can 
have success in the classroom and in 
the field because the field is another 
classroom,” has proven to be an ef-
fective philosophy.  The community 
is eager to see if these new levels of 
success can continue in the coming 
years.

The Cub News Editorial Team

Student health is a priority!

The Labre Ministry operates in Greektown

Scout’s honor is no joke at The 
High!

Other Notable Scouts
Sam Cumerford
Adam Bresson 
Ezra Houghtby 
Casper Padilla 
Brendan Roarty 
Eric Radloff
Casey Spagnuolo 
Steven Rigg
Alexander Rowe
 Brian Palmer
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Questions provided by: 
John Paul Bauer ‘17

Favorite memory
 in office?

Plans for next year? Summer plans? The one thing you will 
miss most about 

U of D Jesuit?

What do you believe is 
your U of D legacy?

Matthew Toma
Fill the Bowl (even 

though I had the stomach 
flu during it)

Loyola University 
Chicago 

Just chillin’ listening 
to Tim Johnso...I mean 

Post Malone

Seeing all my brothers 
everyday

I think everyone knows 
I’m the best President 

ever

Matthew Lowe

When gonzo was sleeping 
in the senate office and 
someone put Cheetos in 
his hair and he woke up 

absolutely livid

UDM biology 
pre-dentistry Bool

I’ll miss all my young 
Cubs

I hope that I made every-
one I met over my past 6 

years at the 
Jes as comfortable as 

possible

Ian Mulhern
Mercy Treasurer Natalie 

Forester hitting Matt 
Piziali in the face with a 

dodgeball

Big house student sec-
tion. Watching OSU and 

MSU catch L’s

Grad parties and work-
ing at Barrios in 

Plymouth

The Senate Office and 
everyone who goes in it

Building upon my family 
legacy in a 

positive manner

Kevin Begic

Ian and I leaving midway 
through 

homecoming dinner to 
get to the dance.

Michigan #GoBlue

Research, grad parties, 
community theatre, and 
making sure my brother 

doesn’t get too crazy

Getting to chill with 
pretty much anybody at 
anytime anywhere at the 

high

Tradition to work hard 
and excel at everything

Jacob Gonzales
Putting a goldfish in my 

mouth for the Fill the 
Bowl video #PETA

Wayne State University 
#GoWarriors!

Chilling with my 
friends, attending tons 
of frat grad parties, and 

#24KMagic

 I’m really going to miss 
walking into the High 

every single morning and 
expeirencing the 

brotherhood

Shortest goalkeeper. 
Shortest Officer.

#HeartoverHeight

Student Senate Pop Culture Grid

BASE Broadens Borders Cubs off to College
Wayne State- 70                  
John Carroll-24                                               
Western Michigan- 33   
Loyola (Chicago)-42
Xavier- 36    
Dayton-50
Yale-4     
Dartmouth-1   
St. Louis- 22    
Indiana-19    
Purdue-6    
Michigan State-103
Penn-3     
UDM-19
Washington in St. Louis-8  
UofM(Dearborn)-6
UofM-68     
Ohio State-3
Toledo-10    
DePaul-11
Stanford-2    
Michigan Tech-14

Oakland-15    
USC-4
Notre Dame-9    
Morehouse-6
Northwestern-5   
Northern Michigan-5
North Carolina A & T State- 5 
UNC-2
Georgetown-4    
Duke-2
Eastern Michigan-8   
Grand Valley- 31
Penn State-2    
Ferris State-5
Harvard-3    
Fordham-22
Hampton-16    
Central Michigan-13
Alabama-7    
Boston College-8
Brown-3    
Marquette-59
Pittsburgh-2

 Tyler Padilla ‘19
 Writer

As we prepare to say goodbye 
to the class of 2017, let’s take a mo-
ment to examine a truly remarkable 
host of colleges applied to by this 
year seniors. What is most notable 
about the colleges our seniors ap-
plied to is the variety and prestige of 
the universities. While many of the 
destinations are located in the Mid-
west, a host of other colleges were 
found in the West, with the 
likes of Stanford, the East, 
with the likes of Georgetown, 
Boston College, and more, 
and the South, with Duke 
and Alabama being the most 
prominent. The colleges with 
most applicants are Mich-
igan State, Wayne State, 
and Michigan, respectively, 
which shows that many of 
this years senior’s will likely 
being staying local. The ac-
complishments of this year’s 
class are astounding, many of 
are students are competing 
for spots at some of the most 
prestigious universities in 

the region and the country. A select 
group of our seniors have applied 
to Ivy League schools including 
Havard, Brown, Dartmouth, Yale, 
and UPenn, all of which are consid-
ered the best of the best. Perhaps the 
most notable trend is that many of 
our seniors applied to many Jesuit 
colleges with many attempting to 
get into John Carroll, Fordham, 
Loyola(Chicago), Boston College, 
and Georgetown. So as as seniors 
say goodbye to the High let’s take a 
moment to appreciate their accom-
plishments and the remarkable 
amount of colleges they have the 
opportunity to attend. Well done to 
our class of 2017.

Notable Colleges Seniors Applied To:
The Black Awareness Society 

for Education, BASE, is an orga-
nization established at University 
of Detroit Jesuit to offer a posi-
tive educational experience for 
African-American students.  Its 
mission “is to provide young men 
with an opportunity to remember 
and reflect on the past, while also 
exposing them to the possibilities 
of the future.”  Every year, for the 
last three years, BASE has offered a 
retreat that would give its members  
a chance to do this as a group.

This year BASE visited the 
Washington DC area.  In Ta Nahesi 
Coates’ book Between the World 
and Me, he reflects on his time at 
Howard University, affectionately 
referring to the site with its “beau-
tiful and intelligent people on the 
college campus” as a Mecca-like 
experience.  The young men on the 
trip could relate to this wonderfully 
powerful moment.  The visit to the 
campus was further enhanced by the 
presence of six young alumni from 
UDJ who proudly joined our group 
for lunch and to tour the university.  
For many of our students, this expe-
rience was their first opportunity to 

visit a historically Black College and 
see a thriving campus comprised of 
predominately Black students and 
professors.  The familial connection 
and experience were further estab-
lished after the group viewed the 
movie Get Out that evening.  BASE 
members were excited by the film 
and were attentive to the social com-
mentary woven throughout the film.  

 BASE members had the op-
portunity to visit the Capitol Build-
ing thanks to the efforts of two UDJ  
alums.  One of the tour guides was 
Jason Baltimore ‘86,  General Coun-
sel for the Architect of the Capitol.  
The other was Ryan Alexander ‘02.  
They made every effort to ensure 
that BASE members  understood 
the important role that Black an-
cestors played in the liberation of 
the country and the construction 
of some of the most celebrated 
governmental structures.  

This March trip provided 
the 23 UDJ students with a great 
opportunity to reflect on the of-
ferings at Georgetown and How-
ard University.  Each student 
walked away with an enhanced 
feeling of what the ideal univer-
sity environment would be for 

their social, emotion, and academic 
growth.

When asked about the trip, stu-
dents shared stories about the great 
experiences at Ben’s Chili Bowl, The 
African American Civil War Memo-
rial Museum, the MLK Jr. Memori-
al, and the National African Ameri-
can Museum.   “I would say that this 
year’s trip was REMARKABLE.  I 
could not have imagined the trip go-
ing any better,” Kyle Chandler, Dean 
of Students and BASE moderator.  
“This is only the 3rd year that we 
have offered the BASE Retreat, and 
we hope to continue this tradition 
for years to come.”  

Ryan Reid ‘18
 Writer

The RoboCubs, a club of 24 
University of Detroit Jesuit students 
and four adult mentors,   have been 
very successful this robotics season. 
They constructed a functional robot, 
“The Retribution,” for this year’s 
FIRST Robotics competition, FIRST 
Steamworks.  “The Retribution” 
can successfully deliver gears, shoot 
whiffle balls into a high goal, and 
climb a rope to earn points in com-

petition.  The RoboCubs did well at 
the Southfield district competition, 
making it to the semifinals before 
being defeated 245-255.  While at 
Southfield, the team also won the 
Excellence in Engineering Award 
sponsored by Delphi, earning more 
points to help qualify the team for 
States.  At their second event, in 
Waterford, the RoboCubs made it 
again to the semifinals before being 
defeated 313-339.  Additionally, 
the team won the Creativity Award 
sponsored by Xerox, earning even 
more points to qualify for the States 
competition.  In their final district 
competition in Marysville, The Rob-
oCubs ended up making it past the 
semifinals and making it the finals 
before being defeated 265-267, 

earning enough points to qualify for 
the Michigan State Championships 
in Saginaw.  At the Michigan State 
Championships, The RoboCubs 
ended up 32nd in their division 
after facing tough competition in the 
qualifying rounds.

Being on the Robotics team 
gives one the opportunity to take an 
idea and see it to fruition.  The team 
begins the season with a Kick-Off 
Day when they find out what the 
year’s objectives are.  Students and 
mentors discuss how the robot will 
look and how to program it to com-
plete the year’s challenges.  After 
four months of work,  the team is 
ready to go to competitions and see 
how well their robot matches up to 
other teams.

RoboCubs Continue 
Tradition of Innovation

Ryan Cullen -- Editor-in-Chief
I took this role as Editor-in-Chief without a true understanding of the great work 

that goes into producing each and every edition of The Cub News. I was forced to work 
through many difficult situations, teach myself new layouts and design programs, and 
work to get articles in with the rest of the staff.  I am very proud of the staff’s drive this 
year, along with meeting the goal we set of producing a paper each month of the year.  
From 2 editions in 2015-2016 to 7 editions in 2016-2017, the future for the paper looks 
bright and I am excited to see the direction it will take in the future.  Finally, I would 

like to thank all of those who were especially helpful in making our achievements possible this school 
year.  Namely, this is the writers, senior editors (Nick Pez and Jack Glover), the Managing Editor (Paul 
Cataldi), and our fantastic moderator Ms. Gonzales.  This paper is truly an opportunity to make the voice 
of the students’ heard, and I hope the entire student body enjoyed this year’s editions.

Paul Cataldi -- Managing Editor
During my time with the Cub News, I have had the opportunity to work with many 

teachers, faculty members, and students from across U of D and each of these experienc-
es has reaffirmed the high opinion I have always had of our great school.  It has been an 
honor to work with such extraordinary people and as a result of such a dedicated group of 
Cub News team members and staff, as well as such a strong school community, the paper 
has experienced great success this year. The school community here is unlike anything I 
have ever experienced and because U of D will forever be a brotherhood, the Cub News 
will always be able to thrive and succeed, grounded in the spirit and commitment of our school.  I know 
that the future editors of the Cub News will continue to do great things and to improve our school paper 
and our school community as a whole and I wish them all the best.  God bless and go Cubs! 

Seniors are heading across the country next year!

The BASE trip to DC!

The Cub News Editors Sign Off
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